*P4tricia's 
Fiance 
Speaks Out 

By Beverly Stephen 

Steven Weecf the fiance ot 
kidnaped newepaper behress 
Patricia Hearst, held a brief 
press conference yesterday 
to tell Patty she has not 
been forgotten. 

Weed spoke to reporters 
from the He^^rst home in 
Hillsborough in response to 
Miss Hearst’s weekend plea 
to hear from him. 

Weed, a 26 • ye^ir • old phi- 
losophy graduate student at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley, was beaten by 
Symbionese Liberation 
Army members wlien they 
abducted Miss Hearst from 
his Berkeley apartment Feb- 
ruary 4. • 

*‘We certainly haven’t for- 
gotten her,” Weed said. *‘I 
can see why she might be 
Irritated. It might appear 
we are not doing all we can 
do.” 

' In her taped message re- 
ceived Saturday. Miss 
Hearat called on Weed to 
apeak: *‘Steveh what do yuu 
have to dky? Where are the 
men who really care aboift 
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STEVEN WEED 

^ He explained silence 
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what happens to me?*h 
*Th« two weeks of silence 
nn our part was Very un- 
pleasant.'* Weed said yester- 
day. “We really didn't know 
what to say or do at that 
.time. We thought the food 
program was going to work 
out but now apparently it 
wasn’t what was wanieti.” 

Weed soundly dismissed 
any notion that MissHearst 
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knight be involved in her 
pwn kidnaping. "WeVebeen 
together constantly the last 
ftwo year.«?- We know exactly 
what each of us do amd 
think.” 

^‘Previous to the last two 
months, she really didn’t 
have a political point of 
view.” Weed said. Referring 
to her lape<i message, he 
said, “It*s dear that she’s 
reading something. The 
rhetoric isn’t hers. But a 
good part of it is what she 
sincerely feels. She may ac- 
tually have- her doubts. 

“From her point of view It 
may look like we’ve made a 
mess.” 

Weed, w'ho was wearing 
white jeans and a crew neck 
sweater, tpokt calmly and 
somewhat reluctantly. His 
voice betrayed no emotion 
but he said that he had a lot 
of respect for Pally, -even 
more than before.” 

When he was asked *lf the 
kidnaping would affect their 
relationship, he said if 
tilings come to a happy con- 
clusion in a reasonable 
lengtli of time. I don't tliink 
there will be that much 
problepn.” 

Weed repeated his prom- 

1 190 , made in his first news 
conference over a month ago 
that he would not testify 
against any SLA members. 

^ -And I think I can make 
that promise for Patty too,” 
,^he added. 

I 

In an interview last night 
on KQED-TV (Channel 9), 
Weed said he felt Patty “be- 
lieves . . to a degree” that 
the FBI would like to kill 
her, an opinion she ex- 
pressed on the latest tape. 

However. Weed added. 


-The let imentlon- 

ally — I reelty believe — 
wam Patty to die.” 

Ha went on to describe 
sessions be tw een Charles 
Bates, special FBI agent in 
charge, and the Hearst fam- 
ily as -almost comical.” 

”Mr. Bates comes in and 
sits down, and hers poured a 
drink,” Weed said -And 
Mr. Hearst and Mrs. Hearst 
and whoever wants to be 
there just sits down and 
^chats. 

“The comical parts about 
it is how adept Mr. Bates is 
at not telling us aoyfiiing.” 

While conceding the fami- 
ly knows more about the 
case than has been publicly 
released. Weed emphasized 
that it was -nnt Tnii<;[i mofp 
— in a significant kind of 
way.” 

1 Asked whether lie felt the 
FBI could be trusted, Weed 
said yes, *Ho a point.** But 
he promptly added, think 
the SLA would be wrong to 
^irust the FBI entirely.” 

H e suggested that the 
togency ^ould be forced into 
f a very, very pi^ltc posi- 
jdon” in its handling of the 
kase. 

Weed revealed that a ma- 
jor cdsagreement he had 
Mith Heankin the first few 
weeks after the iidnaping 
concerned the editor’s re- 
luctance to spell out bis fi^ 
nanclal position, and his re- 
lation^ip to the Hearst 
Corp. and the Hearst Foun- 
dation. 

“I had the really distinct 
feeling, and 1 think 1 was en 
tirely accurate, that h e 
could just not begin to un- 
derstand how people — very 
intelligent people included * 
could fail to understand bu 
financial status,” Weed said. ‘ 
In a reference to Cather- 1 
ine Ueadst’s activities on the j 
University o f California j 
Board of Regents, on© of the 
family “crimes'* mentioned 
in SLA commimiques. Weed 
said: “Neither Patty nor I j 
would have appoint^ her. j 
And certainly w e would 
have never voted — in al- 
most all oases — the wa> 
'she voted.” 

Asked by reporter Maril> r 
Baier whether he would ac* 
as a substitute hostagr 
Weed replied, 'it depend' 
on Ihe drcumstances. 1 
wouldn't ml© it out.** 


